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(57) Abstract 

A digitally controlled switched-mode voltage convenor comprises conversion means (CMS) including switching means (SM) for the 
purpose of converting an input voltage (Ui) into an output voltage (U 0 ); and control means (CM) for controlling a duty cycle of the switching 
means (SM) in steps having discrete values (D c i, D C 2). The control means (CM) include change-over means (SO) for continually switching 
the duty cycle between at least two discrete values (D c i, D C 2) in such a manner that the average value of the duty cycle corresponds to a 
target duty cycle (Tdc). 
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Digitally controlled switched-mode voltage converter. 



The invention relates to a digitally controlled switched-mode voltage 
convenor comprising conversion means including switching means for the purpose of 
converting an input voltage into an output voltage; and control means for controlling a duty 
cycle of the switching means in steps having discrete values. 
5 Such a voltage convenor is known from German Patent Specification 

2746578. In said converter the desired output voltage is obtained by the stepwise control of 
the duty cycle of a switch (i.e. the time during which the switch is closed divided by the sum 
of the time during which the switch is closed and the time during which the switch is open). 
For example, if the output voltage is to be raised the duty cycle is increased in steps. 

10 A disadvantage of the known convenor is that the accuracy of the output 

voltage, i.e. the voltage resolution, is limited in that the voltage resolution is correlated with 
the time resolution of the voltage convenor, which time resolution is defined by the duty 
cycle, which can be adapted in discrete steps. 

In the known voltage convenor the voltage resolution can be improved by 

15 reducing the step size of the discrete steps by a given factor. For a similar voltage range of 
the output voltage the number of discrete steps should then be increased by the same factor. 
This means that if the duty cycle of the switch is minimum, which occurs at the smallest 
possible value of the output voltage, the value of the duty cycle has been reduced by the 
above-mentioned factor. However, the maximum value of the duty cycle, which occurs at the 

20 largest possible value of the output voltage, does not change. It follows that the ratio between 
the maximum value of the duty cycle and the minimum value of the duty cycle has (poten- 
tially) increased by the above-mentioned factor. The shortest time during which the switch is 
closed (during the minimum value of the duty cycle) dictates the maximum period of a 
system clock that is required. This maximum period corresponds to a minimum system clock 

25 frequency of the system clock. It will be evident that in an attempt to improve the voltage 
resolution, by reducing the step size of the discrete steps (or by increasing the time resol- 
ution) by a given factor, the minimum system clock frequency increases by this given factor. 

The above solution is disadvantageous because, in order to enable the 
voltage resolution to be made sufficiently high, the minimum required system clock 
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frequency could be so high that the electronic circuitry required for this purpose is highly 
intricate, dissipates much power, or is even impracticable. A solution for this is to increase 
the switching period of the switch, i.e. the sum of the time that the switch is closed and the 
time that the switch is open, without the duty cycle being changed. In that case the minimum 
5 system clock frequency can be reduced proportionally. Phrased differently, the minimum 
system clock frequency is directly proportional to the minimum switching frequency (the 
reciprocal of the switching period of the switch). 

However, the above-mentioned solution has another disadvantage. 
Switched-mode voltage converters generally include a coil. The energy losses of the voltage 

10 convenor, for a given duty cycle, are then inversely proportional to the value of the self- 
inductance of the coil, and inversely proportional to the switching frequency. Since the self- 
inductance cannot be arbitrarily large in view of the coil dimensions, the efficiency of the 
voltage converter will be lower in the case of a reduced switching frequency. 

Summarizing, it can be stated that increasing the voltage resolution of the 

15 voltage convenor by increasing the time resolution is subject to limits imposed by a 

minimum system clock frequency, on the one hand, and a maximum system clock frequency, 
on the other hand. 

Furthermore, it is to be noted that the capacitance of a smoothing 
capacitor, which is generally present, should be higher as the switching frequency decreases. 
20 This results in an undesirable increase in the size of the smoothing capacitor. 

It is an object of the invention to provide a digitally controlled switched- 
mode voltage convenor which mitigates the afore-mentioned disadvantages. 

To this end, according to the invention, the digitally controlled switched- 
mode voltage convenor of the type defined in the opening paragraph is characterized in that 
25 the control means include change-over means for continually switching the duty cycle 

between at least two discrete values in such a manner that the average value of the duty cycle 
corresponds to a target duty cycle. 

A desired value of the output voltage, or the target output voltage, 
corresponds to the target duty cycle. Since in digitally controlled switched-mode voltage 
30 convenors the duty cycle can be controlled in steps the resulting value of the duty cycle 

generally does not correspond exactly to the target duty cycle. The invention is based on the 
recognition of the fact that when the duty cycle is continually switched between two discrete 
values, as a result of which the output voltage varies continually between two values, in such 
a manner that the average value of the duty cycle is then equal to the target duty cycle, the 
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average value of the output voltage is equal to the target output voltage. The variation of the 
output voltage is eliminated by a filter action of the components present in the voltage 
convenor, such as the coil and/or the smoothing capacitor, in the case of an appropriate 
dimensioning of the components. Thus, it is achieved that the output voltage is substantially 
5 equal to the target output voltage. 

A voltage convenor in accordance with the invention is further character- 
ized in that the change-over mean include memory means for storing at least one switching 
pattern which corresponds to a ratio between switching times for continually changing over 
the two discrete values of the duty cycle. By means of the target duty cycle a number is 
10 determined which selects an address of the memory means. The switching pattern or bit 

pattern corresponding to the selected address is read from the memory means and transferred 
to the change-over means in accordance with a cyclic time schedule. 

The invention further relates to a method of converting an input voltage 
into an output voltage by means of a digitally controlled switched-mode voltage convenor, an 
15 input voltage being converted into an output voltage with the aid of switching means and a 
duty cycle of the switching means being controlled with the aid of control means in steps 
having discrete values. 

A method in accordance with the invention is characterized in that the 
duty cycle is continually switched between at least two discrete values so as to make the 
20 average value of the duty cycle correspond to a target duty cycle. 

The invention will now be described in more detail with reference to the 
accompanying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 shows a basic diagram of a digitally controlled switched-mode 
voltage convenor in accordance with the invention; 
25 Figure 2 shows an electrical circuit diagram of a conventional boost 

convenor; 

Figure 3 shows an electrical circuit diagram of a conventional inverting 

convenor; 

Figure 4 shows an electrical circuit diagram of a conventional buck 

30 convenor; 

Figure 5 shows diagrams to illustrate the operation of a voltage convenor 
in accordance with the invention; 

Figure 6 shows a basic diagram of a memory for use in a digitally 
controlled voltage convenor in accordance with the invention; and 
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Figure 7 shows an example of addressing a memory used in the invention. 
In these Figures like parts or elements bear the same reference symbols. 
Figure 1 shows a basic diagram of a digitally controlled switched-mode 
voltage converter in accordance with the invention. The voltage converter comprises 
5 conversion means CMS having switching means SM for the purpose of converting an input 
voltage into an output voltage U 0 . The input voltage U i5 which appears on an input 
terminal IP of the voltage converter, is supplied by a voltage supply means, for example a 
voltage source U s . The voltage source U s is coupled between the input terminal IP and a 
ground terminal 0. The output voltage U 0 , which appears on an output terminal OP of the 

10 voltage converter, is supplied to a load Z L coupled between the output terminal OP and the 
ground terminal 0. The voltage converter further comprises control means CM for control- 
ling a duty cycle of the switching means SM in steps having discrete values D cl , D c2 . The 
control means CM include change-over means SO for continually switching over between 
two discrete values D cl , D c2 in such a manner that the average value of the duty cycle 

15 corresponds to a target duty cycle. The required information about the switching times of the 
switching means SM are stored in memory means MM. 

Figures 2, 3 and 4 show known topologies of conversion means CMS 
which can be used in the voltage convenor in accordance with the invention. In these 
topologies a T network is formed by a coil L, a diode D, and switching means SM con- 

20 structed as a switch SW. The T network is arranged between the input terminal IP, the 

output terminal OP, and the ground terminal 0. A smoothing capacitor C is arranged between 
the output terminal OP and the ground terminal 0. In the boost convenor of Figure 2 the 
input terminal IP is coupled to the coil L, the output terminal OP is coupled to an electrode 
of the diode D, and the switch SW forms the vertical branch of the T network, which branch 

25 is coupled to the ground terminal 0. In the inverting converter of Figure 3 the input terminal 
IP is coupled to the switch SW, the output terminal OP is coupled to an electrode of the 
diode D, and the coil forms the vertical branch of the T network. In the buck voltage 
convenor of Figure 3 the input terminal IP is coupled to the switch SW, the output terminal 
OP is coupled to the coil L, and the diode D forms the vertical branch of the T network. 

30 Figure 5 shows some diagrams (I, n, m) to illustrate the operation of the 

digitally controlled voltage convenor. The diagram I shows a switching pattern of the switch 
SW, where T s is the switching period of the switch SW and t x indicates the time during 
which the switch SW is closed. A first discrete value of the duty cycle D cl of the switch SW 
is equal to t\/T s . The diagram II, similarly to the diagram I, shows a second discrete value 
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of the duty cycle D c2 , which is equal to t 2 /T s , which complies with: 

t2 = tj + At. Here, At is the smallest possible time step. The diagram in shows an example 
of a target switching pattern whose target duty cycle is equal to the quotient of the target 
time t^ and the switching period T s . The difference between the target time t^ and t 2 is 
5 designated Atg. As Atg is not an integral multiple of (or equal to) At this target duty cycle 
cannot be realized. It is possible, however, to realize a switching pattern (not indicated in 
Figure 5) whose average duty cycle is equal to the target duty cycle by continually changing 
over between the two switching patterns I, II. 

Figure 6 shows an example of a memory NN for use in digitally 

10 controlled voltage converter in accordance with the invention. It is assumed, by way of 
example, that the voltage resolution should be improved by a factor of ten. This means that 
nine virtual intermediate values of a duty cycle are required, which intermediate values lie 
between two successive discrete values of the duty cycle. The nine intermediate values are 
stored as switching patterns SP in the memory MM. From the target duty cycle T dc a 

15 number N A is derived. The number N A refers to an address ADR of the memory MM for 
selection of the switching pattern SP. The selected switching pattern SP consists of zeros and 
ones. The bits appear cyclically on an output MO of the memory MM, the output MO being 
coupled to the change-over means SO. A pointer P determines which bit of the selected 
switching pattern SP appears on the output MO of the memory MM. For example, the 

20 position of the pointer P, as is shown in Figure 6, can proceed from the left to the right in a 
bit by bit fashion, after which it returns after the right-most position to the left-most position, 
and then proceeds again from the left to the right in a bit by bit fashion. The number N A 
complies with the mathematical formula: 

N A = T dc - { S * ENTIER (T dc / S) } [1] 
25 Here, S indicates the difference between two discrete values D cl ,D c2 of the duty-cycle, and 
ENTIER is an operator which defines the integer of an operand. For example, ENTIER 
(3.73) = 3. 

The operation of the invention will now be explained by means of three 

specific examples. 

30 

Example 1: 

Let it be assumed, for example, that: T s = 50/is; t x = 10^s; t 2 = 20fts; At = 10/xs. 
It follows that: S = At/T s = 0.2; 

It is further assumed that: D cl = t x /T s = 0.2; D c2 = t 2 /T s = 0.4. Let it further be assumed 
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that Atg = 5/xs, from which it follows that: = tj+Atg = 15 /is and 
T dc = t tg /T s = 15/xs/50/xs = 0.3. The target-duty-cycle T dc is now exactly centered between 
the two discrete values D cl and D c2 . This means that the duty cycle of the switching means 
SM are determined by the duty-cycle D cl for 50 % of the time and by the duty cycle D c2 for 
5 the other 50 % of the time. In this case the number N A should specify the address ADR 5. 
Indeed, the bits of the switching pattern SP corresponding to the address ADR 5 consists of 
logic ones for 50 % and of logic zeros for 50 %. In this case the logic zeros effect switching 
of the duty cycle D cl with the aid of the change-over means SO. Likewise, the logic ones 
effect switching of the duty cycle D c2 . The value of the number N A is calculated by means 
10 of the formula [1]: 

N A = 0.3 - 0.2 * { ENTEER (0.3/0.2) } = 0.3 - 0.2 * 1 = 0.1. 

Example 2: 

It is assumed, for example, that: T s = 50/xs; t x = 10/xs; ^ = 20/xs; At = 10/xs. 

15 It follows that: S = At/T s = 0.2; 

It is further assumed that: D cl = tj/T s = 0.2; D c2 = t 2 /T s = 0.4. It is also assumed that: 
Atg = 3/xs, from which it follows that: t^ = t 2 +Atg = 13 /xs and 
T dc = t^/Ts = 13/xs/50xxs = 0.26. The target duty cycle T dc is situated between the two 
discrete values D cl and D c2 . In this case the target duty cycle T dc is situated closer to the 

20 discrete value D cl than to the discrete value D c2 , in such a manner that the following holds: 
T dc = 0.7 * D cl + 0.3 * D^. (0.7 * 0.2 + 0.3 * 0.4 = 0.26) 
In this case the number N A should specify the address ADR 3. Indeed, the bits of the 
switching pattern SP corresponding to the address ADR 3 consist of logic zeros for 70 % and 
of logic ones for 30 % . The value of the number N A is calculated by means of the formula 

25 [1]: 

N A = 0.26 - 0.2 * {ENTEER (0.26/0.2)} = 0.26 - 0.2 * 1 = 0.06. 
Example 3: 

It is assumed, for example, that: T s = 50jts; t x = 10/xs; t 2 = 20/zs; At = 10/xs. 
30 It follows that: S = At/T s = 0.2; 

It is further assumed that: D cl = (3%)/T s = 0.6; D c2 = (4n 1 )/T s = 0.8. 

It is also assumed that: = 43 /xs ; T dc = i lg rr s = 33/xs/50/xs = 0.66. 

De target duty cycle T dc is situated between the two discrete values D cl and D c2 . In the same 

way as in Example 2, it holds that: 
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T dc = 0.7 * D cl + 0.3 * D c2 . (0.7 * 0.6 + 0.3 * 0.8 = 0.66) 

The target duty cycle T dc in the present example has another value than in Example 2. 
However, the relative position of the target duty cycle T dc with respect to the discrete values 
of the duty cycles D cl and D c2 is similar to the relative position of the target duty cycle T dc 
5 of the discrete values of the duty cycles D cl and D c2 of Example 2. In the present case the 
number N A should also specify the address ADR 3. The value of the number N A is again 
calculated by means of the formula [1]: 

N A = 0.66 - 0.2 * {ENTER (0.66/0.2)} = 0.66 - 0.2 * 3 = 0.06. 
This shows that the number N A indeed refers to the address ADR 3. 

10 Alternatively, all the bits can be inverted. The same result is then 

obtained when an inverter is arranged between the output MO of the memory MM and the 
change-over means SO. For a correct operation of the invention it suffices that each of the 
switching patterns SP exhibit the correct proportion of ones and zeros. The switching pattern 
SP with the address ADR 3 can, for example, also consist of a sequence of three logic ones 

15 followed by seven logic zeros. However, it is desirable to arrange the logic ones and zeros as 
uniformly as possible in order to ensure that the variation or ripple of the output voltage is 
minimal. 

In the example shown in Figure 6 the switching patterns SP with the 
addresses ADR 6;7;8;9 have been inverted with respect to the switching patterns SP with the 
20 addresses ADR 4;3;2;1. This means that the capacity of the memory can be substantially 

halved because the switching patterns SP corresponding to the addresses ADR 6;7;8;9 can be 
derived from the switching patterns corresponding to the addresses ADR 4;3;2;1. 

Figure 7 shows an example of addressing a memory used in the invention. 
This Figure shows how the value of the number N A corresponds to the address ADR of the 
25 memory MM. The numbers are based on the three specific examples given above. 

If it appears from formula [1] that: N A = 0, this means that the target 
duty cycle T dc is equal to a discrete value of the duty cycle. In that case the change-over 
means SO need not be switched over. 



BNSDOCID: <WO 9844622A2_I_> 



WO 98/44622 ^ £g£ PCT/IB98/00264 

Claim? 



1. A digitally controlled switched-mode voltage convenor comprising 
conversion means (CMS) including switching means (SM) for the purpose of converting an 
input voltage (11;) into an output voltage (\JJ; and control means (CM) for controlling a duty 
cycle of the switching means (SM) in steps having discrete values (D cl ,D c2 ), characterized in 

5 that the control means (CM) include change-over means (SO) for continually switching the 
duty cycle between at least two discrete values (D cl ,D c2 ) in such a manner that the average 
value of the duty cycle corresponds to a target duty cycle (T dc ). 

2. A voltage converter as claimed in Claim 1, characterized in that the 
change-over means (SO) include memory means (MM) for storing at least one switching 

10 pattern (SP) which corresponds to a ratio between switching times for continually changing 
over the two discrete values (D cl ,D c2 ) of the duty cycle. 

3. A voltage convenor as claimed in Claim 2, characterized in that a number 
N A corresponds to an address (ADR) of the memory means (MM), where N A complies with 
the mathematical formula: 

15 N A = T dc - { S * ENTTER <T dc / S) } 

in which T dc indicates the target duty cycle, S indicates the difference between two discrete 
values of the duty cycle, and ENTER is an operator which defines the integer of an 
operand. 

4. A voltage convenor as claimed in Claim 3, characterized in that the 
20 change-over means (SO) are coupled, in order to receive the switching pattern (SP), to an 

output (MO) of the memory means (MM) whose address (ADR) has been selected by means 
of the number N A . 

5- A method of converting an input voltage (Uj) into an output voltage (U^ 

by means of a digitally controlled switched-mode voltage convenor, an input voltage (Uj) 
25 being converted into an output voltage (U^ with the aid of switching means (SM) and a duty 
cycle of the switching means (SM) being controlled with the aid of control means (CM) in 
steps having discrete values (D cl ,D c2 ), characterized in that the duty cycle is continually 
switched between at least two discrete values (D cl ,D c2 ) so as to make the average value of 
the duty cycle correspond to a target duty cycle (T dc ). 
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Abstract 



A digitally controlled switched-mode voltage convertor comprises 
conversion means (CMS) including switching means (SM) for the purpose of converting an 
input voltage (U^) into an output voltage (U^; and control means (CM) for controlling a duty 
cycle of the switching means (SM) in steps having discrete values (D cl ,D c2 ). The control 
5 means (CM) include change-over means (SO) for continually switching the duty cycle 

between at least two discrete values (D cl ,D c2 ) in such a manner that the average value of the 
duty cycle corresponds to a target duty cycle (T dc ). 
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A digitally controlled switched-mode voltage convenor comprises conversion means (CMS) including switching means (SM) for the 
purpose of converting an input voltage (Ui) into an output voltage (U 0 ); and control means (CM) for controlling a duty cycle of the switching 
means (SM) in steps having discrete values (D c i, D C 2). The control means (CM) include change-over means (SO) for continually switching 
the duty cycle between at least two discrete values (D c i, Dc2) in such a manner that the average value of the duty cycle corresponds to a 
target duty cycle (Tdc). 
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